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Blue General purpose 
bacterial swab

Fort Richard 
Transwab              
Copan H245

Rigid plastic 
Blue top

Amies Standard bacterial swab Y Y Y

Green  
screw top 
tube.

Preferred system for 
respiratory virus testing 
at Waikato Hospital in 
2010.  

Sigma-Virocult  
MW950S

Soft white 
plastic 
snappable

Foam Medical Wire 
MW950S  liquid 
medium 2 mL. 
screw top tube.

New swab in use at 
Waikato 2010.  Chosen to 
avoid supply contention 
with other labs.  Validated 
for use at our site.

Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Orange Good respiratory virus 
swab.  Supplied by 
Pathlab.

MicroRheologics 
Copan

Fine plastic. 
Red/orange 
top

Flocked 
553C

Dry in soft 
plastic tube

Currently in use in 
community.

Y Y Y Y

Blue Preferred for Pertussis 
and for nasopharyngeal 
viral detection. 

Medical Wire 
MW160 (dry blue)

Twisted 
flexible wire 
with blue 
top

Rayon Dry or any viral 
transport 
medium.

Supplied by Waikato 
Hospital lab in “Pertussis 
kit” brown paper bag with 
instructions. Can’t be 
processed  for PCR or virus 
if received in charcoal or 
other bacterial medium.

Y Y Y Y

Red screw 
top tube.

ESR Influenza 
Surveillance program

MicroRheologics  
Copan H269M

Hard white 
plastic 
snappable

Flocked 
366C

UTM-RT liquid 
medium 1mL 
screw top tube

Supplied by ESR for 
surveillanceNZ distributor:  
Fort Richard

Y Y Y Y Y Y
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Green Superceeded virus 
swab

Medical Wire 
MW950 (old 
green)

Hard white 
with green 
top

Rayon MW950 VTM in 
foam in soft 
tube.

Old swab.  Should have 
expired Apr 2010. But will 
be processed if received.

Y Y Y

orange. “ENTswab” for ears and 
male gono culture.          
Not Recommended for 
virus testing due to 
possibility of returning in 
bacterial medium in 
error

Transwab MW172 Single 
flexible wire 
with orange 
top

Rayon For bacteria, 
use the Amies 
gel as supplied. 
For viruses, 
send dry.

Supplied with Amies 
(bacterial) gel tube.

Y 
in 
ge
l

Y 
dry

Y Y Y Y

orange Male Chlamydia swab Urethral /ENT 
MW142

single 
Flexible 
wire

Dry tube For PCR at Waikato 
HospitalSeldom used now 
PCR can be done from 
urine

Y Y

Black with 
clear tube

Female Chlamydia 
swab

Dryswab MW102 Rigid plastic Dry tube For PCR at Waikato 
Hospital

Y Y
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