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Schistosomiasis
• Affects 200 million people worldwide
• 85% live in Africa
• Schistosomiasis is predominantly a chronic 

disease which is generally asymptomatic until 
the late stages when significant end-organ 
damage is found

• 130,000 deaths in Africa each year due to portal 
hypertension from intestinal schistosomiasis

• 70 million develop haematuria and 10 million 
people develop hydronephrosis

• About 40% of African refugees have serological 
evidence of previous schistosomiasis infection
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