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Heat got to 
us a little 
today. Air 
conditioning 
in operating 
theatre 
didn’t work 
so well with 
the request 
being 16 
degrees 
and the 
actual 
being about 
25.  
 
Pictured here are 
Janine Lee, left, 
and April 
McFarland, right 
with Australian 
nurses. 

 
Doesn’t sound bad until you put on scrubs and struggle with big legs, and 
equipment you are not familiar with, and never seen before in your life. Once 
again took a while to get going, but that seems to be the island way. When 
we got there though, it all seemed to go smoothly. That was until we looked 
up to see TV cameras.  Talk about unclench my sphincter. No pressure, but 
everyone’s watching.   

 
Paul Hobbs with Chris, the Auckland orthopaedic surgeon 

 

 

 

 

 

   



 
 

 
In the media spotlight. 

 
Large calf laceration, pretty standard wound from the tsunami. 
 

So far we have organised three transfers back to NZ, all related to the 
tsunami. One being an acute SUFE sent to Starship, the second being a 
large anterolateral ankle wound with exposed ankle and extensor tendons, 
and the third being a grade IIIB distal tibia fracture. The main reasons for 
transfer being post-op care and equipment required. Fortunately the transfers 
have been pretty easy to organise, mainly due to the public nature of the 
injuries, and the willingness of the surgical teams and DHBs to accept this 
ongoing management.  



 
Jason Donovan leads the discussion over a compound tibia. 

The team are all getting along very well. All aspects of the care given to the 
patient are of the highest standard possible, from pre-op right through to 
recovery (April made me say that – she can be quite intimidating), despite the 
unfamiliar circumstances and surroundings. 

 
Australian and New Zealand medics having lunch 



 
The mop, how the team cleans the theatre floors. 
 

 
 
Some of the autoclaves 
 

We would all like to acknowledge those who have remained behind and have 
taken over our responsibilities to allow us to be here to help out. Your 
contribution is as important as ours, and without this behind the scenes 
support from all different areas (including management), our work would not 
be possible. 



  
Jason Donovan again, thinking deeply. 
 
Cheers from Samoa 

P.S Barbara knows what a SUFE is….. she told me so in no uncertain terms. 

Roelof, Debbie, Barbara, Janine, April, Chris (Auckland ortho), Jeremy 
(Plastics Chch), Andrea, John, and Jason  

 
April McFarland relaxing after a long day. 
 



 
Janine Lee helping out in recovery. 

 
This looks interesting, says Jason Donovan. 
 



 
Barbara Roberts, theatre nurse 

 


